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if she is going to enter the fashion parade, is an
expensive luxury. But there are some compen-
sations. Colour and pattern styles may go but they
return, and the cut of a garment never varies.
The cost of clothing has become increasingly
high because Japanese women of taste still refuse
to accept machine printed materials, and there are
the added western luxuries : gloves, purses, para-
sols, scarfs, fur neck pieces and jewelled obi clasps,
The western influence is particularly noticeable
in the colour schemes of kimono material. In fact
incongruity is the order of the day. Taste is dec-
lining, feel the conservatives,
"Munition makers taste I" exclaimed Mr.
Seiji Ezaki as he surveyed the contents of the
Mitsukoshi department store's [main kimono sec*
tion. He even fears that Japanese women, famed
in the past for their exquisite taste, have lost it
permanently, Mr* Ezaki knows whereof he
speaks, for during his spare hours at the depart-
ment store he studies the evolution of Japanese
dress and design motifs. He is (especially pained
by the colour combinations now in use. The three
custom once peculiar to samurai wives. Wives of Yedo
merchants wore bands of vibrant purple and red but only
pastel shades remain to remind one of this though the bkck
satin edgings the merchant wives used on the necks of thek
still to be seen on old women.